
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

Heads of Delegation 
Helsinki, Finland, 10-11 December 2019 

 

HOD 57-2019 

 

 

 Page 1 of 1  
 

Document title ‘WWF Baltic Sea Farmer of the Year 2019’ brochure and ‘Circular nutrient flows in the 

food system of the Baltic Sea region’ report 

Code 6-4 

Category INF 

Agenda Item 6 -Any other business 

Submission date 3.12.2019 

Submitted by WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme 

Reference  

 

Background 

WWF organized for the eighth time the WWF Baltic Sea Farmer of the Year competition. The 11 winners 

were presented with the WWF Baltic Sea Farmer of the Year Award at a ceremony in Warsaw, held during 

the Greener Agriculture for a Sustainable Sea (GRASS) conference 25 September. 

 

The Award was launched in 2009 and so far, around 70 farmers around the Baltic Sea catchment have 

been awarded for their Baltic-friendly farming in applying measures to reduce nutrient runoff from their 

farms both from land and air emissions. The countries participating in the award are Denmark, Estonia, 

Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden. WWF was also pleased to include the 

participation of Belarus and Ukraine for the second time with the support of Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB). 

 

This year’s winning farms range from a small organic crop farm to a 3,420-hectare conventional crop and 

livestock cooperative. Danish farmers Kristian and Maria Lundgaard-Karlshøj were selected as the overall 

winner in the region. The international jury was impressed by the diverse range of measures employed at 

the large-scale farm to reduce nutrient runoff, as well as by the farmers’ dedication to pursuing new 

strategies for sustainable and future-proof agriculture.  

In January WWF will publish a report on circular nutrient flows in the food system in the Baltic Sea region. 
WWF uses a systems analysis and circular economy approach to create diagrams on the current state of the 
flows of nitrogen and phosphorous in the Baltic Sea catchment area. A specific interest lies in finding out 
how much of the nutrients are recycled today as well as identifying current hotspots and important lever 
points. This can then be used to develop goals, targets and a roadmap on how to act to return the Baltic 
Sea to a good ecological status again. WWF will be open to share this with interested parties when 
published and plan to contribute this work to the HELCOM Regional Nutrient Recycling strategy workshop 
in February. 

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the WWF brochure, which highlights and recognizes Baltic-friendly 

farmers and their practices. Each farmer has a unique story to tell about the methods they have tried and 

successfully implemented to reduce nutrient runoff to the Baltic Sea. 

 

http://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/baltic/?353551/WWF-Baltic-Sea-Farmer-of-the-Year-2019

